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Introduction 
 

The Juneau Urban Forestry Partnership was established in 1998 to promote the selection, 
planting and care of trees on public and private lands within the Juneau Community. The 
partnership is working towards the establishment of a community forestry program for the 
Juneau borough. The partnership was incorporated in Alaska in 2003 as a 501 c (3) nonprofit 
corporation. It is governed by an uncompensated Board of Directors and is funded through 
individual, corporate, state and local government donations and grants.  
 

What We Do 
 

� Promote the planting and care of trees in the Capital City. 

� Sponsor programs and workshops to help people learn about trees and their care. 

� Work with local schools and youth groups to promote the understanding and love of trees.  

� Provide tree and forestry-related services and expertise to the community such as Arbor Day 
projects. 

� Facilitate partnerships among businesses, local government, nonprofit groups, and 
homeowners with the goal of a community forestry program. 

 

 

Board of Directors and Officers 
 

 
Elizabeth Bochynski, Chair, has been active in the partnership since 2004. She is a member of 
the Alaska Community Forestry Council. 
 
Jeff Barnard, Vice-Chair, has been active in the partnership since 1999 and is a biologist with the 
U.S. Forest Service.  

Terry Laskey, Treasurer, active in the partnership since 2004, operates a garden business in 

Juneau.  



 
Carol Scafturon, Secretary, has been active in the partnership since 2004. Carol became interested 
in JUFP while serving as Director of Visitor Information Services for the Juneau Convention & 
Visitors Bureau. Her primary interest is in the development of "tree walk pamphlets."  
 
Chris Mertl, was a co-founder of the Juneau Tree Committee in 1998 (which later became 
JUFP). He is a landscape architect and a certified arborist. 
 
Sondra Stanway, active in the partnership since 1999, is a retired librarian with an interest in 
trees and conservation issues. 
 
Mike Scott, active in the partnership since 1999, is Streets Superintendent for the City and 
Borough of Juneau.  
 

  

Membership 
 

Annual Dues are the following:  
� $20.00 Standard Membership 
� $350.00 Lifetime Membership 
� $5.00 Student  
� Or any donation including volunteer hours 

 
There are approximately 25 active volunteers from the community. In addition, JUFP provides 
information to over 110 local e-mail addresses. 
Volunteers worked a total of 499 hours throughout the year on tree-related projects. 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
 

January 1, 2008 bank balance: $6,159.45 
December 31, 2008: $4,942.74  

 

Monthly business meetings 
 

We met for approximately one and one half  hour on the following dates: 
 
Jan. 23rd 
Feb. 20th  

March 19th 
April 16th 
Sept. 24th 
Oct. 23rd 
Nov. 20th 
Dec. 10th 



 

Arbor Day Activities and Tree City USA Ceremony 
 

The Partnership celebrated Arbor Day on Friday, May 30th at the entrance to Cope Park by 
planting nine trees (Acer rubra and Acer circinatum) and dozens of shrubs, including astilbe and 
spirea. The emphasis was on foliage which will have a lot of “fire” colors in the autumn. The 
celebration included: 

• A tree-planting workshop. 

• Reading the City and Borough of Juneau Arbor Day proclamation by the Deputy Mayor. 

• Free red oak seedlings for people who signed up for JUPF memberships. 

• T-shirts for people who volunteer with JUFP on a regular basis.  

• Refreshments. 
 

Partners for the event included: 

� Juneau Urban Forestry Partnership 
� City and Borough of Juneau: Parks and Recreation 
� City and Borough of Juneau: Office of the Mayor 
� City and Borough of Juneau: Jenson Arboretum 
� Juneau Master Gardeners 
� Society of American Foresters 
� Volunteer Firemen  
� The general public (approx 30) 
� Local media: KTOO-FM (public radio) and Capital City Weekly (newspaper) 

 

 

Summer Tree Maintenance 
 

Beginning in May, JUFP members, Tree Stewards and other volunteers met approximately 
once a month to work at sites throughout Juneau in an effort to maintain the trees previously 
planted by the partnership. Volunteers put in approximately?? hours of work during this 
period, pruning, weeding, mulching, etc. They were Jeff Barnard, Elizabeth Bochynski, Josha 
Dupere, Mark Millea, Carol Scafturon, and Sondra Stanway. 

 
The schedule was as follows: 
 
 May 24—Yacht Club 

June 18—Wayside Park 
August 13—Joe Juneau Grave/Evergreen Cemetery 
Sept 13—Treadwell Arena 

 

Publications  
 
The partnership produced the following: 



• An email-distributed newsletter of partnership news and tree-related articles in January, 
March, May (Arbor Day edition) and December. The newsletters were distributed to over 
110 Juneau e-mail addresses.  

 

• A tree walk brochure for Evergreen Cemetery. 
 

• In progress: a brochure for children showing native and the most common ornamental 
trees and shrubs grown in the Juneau area. 
 

• In progress: a brochure for the community and visitors alike, showing native trees in the 
Juneau area. 
 

Our blog   
 

We started our blog, Urban Forestry News and Views, in January, 2008. It serves 
as the internet presence for our group. We post informative tree related articles, 
news of upcoming events, as well as links to Partnership Publications and 
affiliated community groups. Find the blog at http://juneautrees.wordpress.com/ 

    
Community Outreach:  
 

• Hosted a booth at the Juneau Homebuilder’s Association annual Home Show, February 
29 – March 2. Volunteers distributed tree-related information and made contacts with the 
public.  

• Arbor Day event at Cope Park planting over a dozen trees and nearly one hundred shrubs 
and perennials. 

 

• Chris Mertl gave a 45-minute presentation to the Society of American Foresters. They 
showed interest in the Landmark Tree contest idea (maybe 2010?) as well as the 50th 
Anniversary Celebration. 
 

• In June, Chris Mertl held two sessions with students at the middle-school, looking at the 
age, size, etc. of old growth forest trees. 
 

• Obtained Tree City USA status for the fourth consecutive year. 
 

• Had a video produced about the Partnership and our work at Cope Park. 
 

• Became a listed non-profit on GoodShop.com, GoodSearch.com, Facebook, and         
TreeBank Charities. 

 

• Submitted a large grant application to give away free 50th anniversary trees to Juneau 
residents. (Notification of grant award in January 2009.) 
 



• Developed new partnerships with the Juneau Chapter of the American Society of 
Foresters, the Juneau Watershed Partnership, and Juneau Trout-Unlimited. 

• Gave out free trees to all our new paid members. 
 

 
 
 

Arbor Day 2008:  Cope Park Project 
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